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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in ihc 
application: 

The Status of the Claims 

1. (Currently amended) A door-latching system for a sectional door having a 
plurality of door panels that are moveable between an open position and a closed position, 
comprising: 

a sensing member adapted to sense tliat the plurality ofdoor panels have reached the open 
position; 

a latch member as s embl y mouniabic adjacent lo the sectional door and being moveable 
from a maintained release position to a door-blocking position in rcaponac lo movemcnt ' OR be 
s e otional door , wherein the latch member asBembly-4tHtW< Mo r e main in the maintained release 
position to allows at least some of the plurality ofdoor panels to travel past the latch member 
Qfiaembly ^ and in reapontHS ' tO"fa ftheg-Biovement-of4 h e plumlity of door pan e ls, th e latch o s f i ombly 
subsequently movefi to the door-blocking position the latch mcmbcT to^bstruots inhibits the 
closing movement of the plurality ofdoor panels; and 

a traveling member mountablc to the plurality ofdoor panels, such that the traveling 
member is able to e ngag e th e latch assembly move nast the latch membcr_\viihout contitctinu the 
latch member u ai the plurality of door panels move from the closed position to tlie open position 
and such that the traveling member is able to engage the sensing member when the plurality of 
door panels have nearly reached the open pos ition, wherein the traveling member engaging the 
sensing member c;iuses the latch member to move latch ass e mbly mechanically moves the latch 
oflgcmbly from the maintained rclciisc position to the door-blocking position. 

2, Canceled- 
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3. (Currcndy amended) The door-latching system ofclaiin 1 , wherein the latch 
member assembly in the door-blocking posilioii obstructs downward movement of the plurality of 
door panels by engaging a guide roller associated with the sectional door. 

4. (Currendy amended) The door-lalching system of cLiim I, further comprising a 
releasing member coupled to the latch meml>er assembly ^ such ihut the releasing member moves 
the latch member oflsembly from the door-blocking position to the maintained release posiiion 
upon manual manipulation of the releasing member. 

5. (Currently amended) Tlie door-latching system of claim 4, further comprising a 
pliable elongated member coupled to the latch member assembly, wherein manual manipulation 
of the releasing member includes nmnually pulling the pliable elongated member. 

6. Canceled. 

7. (Currently amended) The door-latchmg system of claim 1 , whcnrfn the ^ittoN 
ass e mbly includefi a latch member moves substantially linearly between the maintained 
release position and the door-blocking position. 

8. (Currently amended) The door-latching system of claim 7, wherein the latet* 
ass49mbly~inGlud6s a seusbg member is pivotally mounted within the latch assembly. 

9. (Previously presented) The door-latching system of claim 8, wherein the traveling 
member includes a pivotal arm that engages the sensing member as tlie plurality of door panels 
move from the closed position to the open position, 

1 0. (Previously presented) The door latching system of claim 9, wherein pivotal 
movement of the sensing member provides the motive force for actuating the kitch member to the 
door-blocking position. 
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11. Canceled. 

12. Canceled, 

13. Canceled. 

14. Canceled, 

15. (Currently amended) The door-Iatching system ofelaim 1 , wherein the latch 
member and the sensing member comprise a latch assembly inolud e s a s e nsing m e mb e r that 
scnscfs tlio open ponition of tho plurality ofdoor panels, wherein the lutch au u embly movea 
bet w ee n t h e mtHatTme d r e l e as e position and th e door bloclcing position hi response to tha fiansing 
member songing that the plumlUy » r<loor-panels-has'r«acbed4l»-epearpesitieB. 




16. (Currently amended) The door-latchtng system of claim i [1 5], wherein the 
sensing member h an elcctrie switch. 

17. (Currently amended) The door-latching system of claim i [15}, wherein the 
sensing member is a photoeleetrie eye. 

18. (Currently amended) The door-latching system of claim i [1 5], wherein the 
sensing member is a proximity switch. 

19. Canceled. 

20. Canceled. 
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21. (Ciirxeutly amended) The door-Iatchlng system of claim 1$ further comprising 
a second latch assembly mounlabtc adjacent to the sectional door, wherein the second latch 
iUKicmbly engages the aaveling member in response to ihc plurah'iy of door panels moving to the 
closed position, thereby inhibiting the door panels from moving to the open position. 

22. (Currently amended) The door-latching system of claim 1, wherein the plurality 
of the door panels upon moving from the closed position to the open position exerts a motive 
force tliat moves the latch member o^wmbly from the maintained release position to the door- 
blocking position. 

23 . (Currently amended) A door-latching system for a sectional door having a 
plurality of door panels that are moveable between an open position and a closed position, 
comprising: 

a latch assembly mountablc adjacent to the sectional door and comprisiniz a latch member 
and a sensing member, the latch member h aving a maintained release position and a door- 
blocking position, wherein the door-blocking position allows less downward movement of the 
plurality of door panels than does the maintained release position; and 

a traveling member mounts^bic to the plurality of door panels such that the traveling 
member is able to move past the lateh me mber without coniacting the latch member while still 
being able to engage the sensing member latch ossembly as the plurality ofdoor panels move 
from the closed position to the open position, wherein the traveling member engaging tlie scnsinf^ 
member latch oflsombly mechanically moves the latch inembcr assembly from the maintained 
release position to the door-blocking position, 

24. (Currently amended) The door-latching system of claim 23, wherein the latch 
member assembly in the door-blocking position obstructs downward movement of the plurality of 
door pimcls by engaging a guide roller associated with the sectional door* 
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25. (Currently amended) The door-latching system ofcidm 23, further comprising a 
releasing member coupled to the lutch assembly, such that the releasing member moves the latch 
member a66em^ from the door-blocking position to the mainiamed release position upon 
manual manipulation ofihc releasing member. 

26. (Previously presented) The door-latching system of claim 25, further comprismg a 
pliable elongated member coupled to the latch assembly, wherein manual manipulation of the 
manual actuator includes manually pulling the pliable elongated member. 

27. (Cunrcntly amended) The door-latching system of claim 23, wherein the hiah 
assembly inoludas a latch member Ihut moves substantially linearly betweeu the maintained 
release position to the door-blocking position, 

28. (Currently amended) The door-latching system of claim 23, wherein the latch 
aSfcKj mbly inoludos a sensing member Is pivotally mounted within the latch asscttiblyr^^FeiB^he 



re spons e to the trnv e ling m e mber <*ngaging the .sensing member . 

29. (Currently amended) The door-latching system of claim 23 wherein the laieh 
assembly includes an actuating member pivotally mounted within the latch assembly and a latch 
membinHhttt-moves-betw e e n th e maintam e d r e l e as e position and the door - blocking po s itie rt. 

30. (Previously presented) The door-latching system of claim 29, wherein tlic sensing 
member is coupled to die actuating member such that engagement between the traveling member 
and the sensing member as the plurality of door panels move from the closed position to the open 
position causes the actuating member to move the latch member to the door-blocking position. 
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3 1 . (Previously presented) The door-latching system of claim 30, wherein the 
acLuaiing member is the sensing member. 

32. (Previously presented) The door-latchtng system ofclaim 28, wherein the sensing 
member is an aeiuaiing member for moving the latch assembly to the door-blockicg position. 

33. (Previously presented) The door-latching system ofclaim 23, wherein the 
traveling member is pivotally mountnble to the plurality of door panels. 

34. (Prcvioasly presented) The door-latching system of claim 23, further comprismg a 
second latch assembly moimtable adjacent to the sectional door» wherein die second latch 
a.*«embly engages the traveling member in response to the pluiulity of door panels mo\ing to the 
closed position* diereby inhibiting the door panels from moving to the open position. 

35. (Currently amended) A mcdiod of operating a sectional door that includes a 
plurality of door panels moveable between an open position and a closed position, and a laich 
assembly with a. latch member and a sensing member, wherein the latch member is moveable 
between a release posidon and a door-blocking position, the method comprising: 

maintaining the latch member ass e mbly at its release position such that a traveling 
member moimtcd to the plurality of door panels docs not contact the latch member vAnlo the 
plurality of door panels move from their closed position toward their open position; and 

subscquendy mechanically moving the latch member assembly to its door-blocking 
position in response to the traveling member engaging the sensing member latch ass e mbly as the 
plurality of door panels move from the closed position lo the open position. 

36. (Currently amended) The method ofclaim 35, further comprising moving the 
latch tnembcr assembly substantially linearly between ihc release position and the door-block 
position. 
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37. Canceled. 

38. (Currently amended) A door-latching system for a sectional door having a 
plurality oPdoor panels iJmt ure moveable between an open position and a closed position, 
comprising: 

a sensing member adapted to sense that the plm*ality of door panels liave reached die open 
position; 

a latch member moveable between a maintained release position and a door-blocking 
position, wherein the latch member in the nuiintained release position allows at least some of the 
plurality of door panels to travel past the latch member, and in the door-blocking position the 
latch member inhibits the plurality of door panels from moving from the open position to the 
closed position; 

an actuating member that moves the latch member between the tnaintatncd release 
position <ind the door-blocking position in response to the sensing member having sensed that the 
plurality of door panels liavc reached the open position; and 

a traveling member mountable to the plurality of door panels, such that the traveling 
member is able to move past the latch member without contacting the latch member, while also 
being able to engage the sensing member as the plurality of door panels move from the closed 
position to the open position, wherem the traveling member engaging the sensing member 
mechanically moves the latch member from the maintained release position to the door-blocking 
position. 

39. (Previously presented) The door-latching system of claim 38, wherein the 
actuating member includes a solenoid. 

40. (Previously presented) The door-latching system of claim 38, wherein tlie 
actuating member is adapted to be pivotatly mounted adjacent the secUonal door. 
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41. (Previously presented) Tlie door latch system of claim 38, wherein the aciimting 
member and the sensing member arc adapted to be pivotally mounted adjacent the sectional door 
at a common pivot point. 

42. (Previously presented) The door latch system of claim 38, wherein the latch 
member moves linearly between die maintained release position and the door-blocking position. 

43. (Previously presented) The door latch system of claim 38, wherein the sensing 
member Ls an elcetric switch. 

44. (Previously presented) The door latch system of claim 38, wherein the sensing 
member is a photoclccir tc eye. 

45. Q?reviously presented) The door latch system of claim 38, wherein the sensing 
member is a proximity switch, 

46. (Previously presented) The door-latching system of claim 38, wherein the 
traveling member is able to engage the sensing member as the plurality of door panels move from 
the closed position to the open position, wherein the traveling member engaging the sensing 
member triggers movement of the latch member from the maintained release position to the door- 
blocking position. 

47. (Previously presented) The door-latching system of claim 38, wherein the latch 
member in the door-blocking position obstructs downward movement of the plurality of door 
panels by engaging a guide roller associated with the section door. 
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48. (Currcnliy amended) The door-latching system of claim 38. fiirther comprising a 
releasing member coupled to the latch member, such that ihc releasing nicmbcr[s] moves the 
latch member from the door-blocking position to the maintained release position upon manual 
manipulation of the releasing member. 

49. (Previously presented) The door-latching system of claim 48, lurthcr comprising a 
pliable elongated member coupled to the latch member, wherein manual manipulation of the 
releasing member includes manually pulling the pliable elongated member, 

50. (Previously presented) The door-lalching system of cLiim 38, wherein die latch 
member moves &om the maintained release position to the door-blocking position in response to 
movement of the sensing member. 

5L Canceled. 

52. (Previously presented) 'llic door-latching system of claim 50, wherein the sensing 
member is the actuating member. 

53, (Previously presented) The door-latching system of claim 38, further comprising a 
second latch assembly mountabic adjacent to the sectional door, wherein the second latch 
assembly engages the traveling member in response to the plurality of door panels moving to the 
closed position, thereby inhibiting the door panels form moving to the open position. 

54- (Previously presented) Tlie door-latchtng system of claim 38, wherein the 
plurality of die door panels upon moving from the closed position to the open position exerts a 
motive force that moves the latch member from the maintained release position to die door- 
blocking position. 
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55. (Prtjviously presented) Tlic door-Uitching system of claim 54, wherein the 
actuating member transmits tlic motive force from the door panels to the latch member. 

56. (Currently amended) A method of operating a sectional door that includes a 
plurality of door panels moveable between an open position and a closed position^ and a latch 
assembly that includes a latch member and a sensing member, wherein the latch member is 
moveable between a maintained release position and a door-blocking position, the method 
comprising: 

maintaining tlic UUch member in a retracted position such that a traveling member can 
move past the latch member without contact with it as the plurality of door panels move (Vom the 
closed position to the open position; 

sensing that the plurality of door panels have reached the open position in response to the 
traveling member engaging the sensing member latch assembly as the plurality of door panels 
move (rom the closed position to the open position; 

mechanically actuating the latch member o fif i embly such that the latch member asaemblY 
mechanically moves from the maintained release position to the door-blocking position upon 
sensing that the plurality of door panels have reached the open position; and 

latching the sectional door upon actuating the latch member ass e mbly , whereby the latch 
member asaembly inhibits the plurality of door panels from moving from the open position to the 
closed position. 

57. Canceled. 

58. Canceled, 

59. Canceled. 

60. Canceled. 
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6 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 56, wherein the step of latching, the 
laich rricTnl>cr aaaertibl y engages a guide roller associated with the sectional door. 

02. (Currently amended) The method of claim 56, further comprising releasing the 
sectional door after the stq? of latching the sectional door, whereby the plurality of door panels 
are subsequently allowed to move fi*oin the open position to the closed position. 

63, (Currently amended) The method of claim 56, wherein movement oflhe plurality 
of door panels from the closed position to the open position provides a motive force for actuating 
the latch member a ss e mb ly. 

64. Canceled 
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